M e m be rs of the health care, religious, political, and scientific communities wonder aloud how to reverse the human and economic annihilation being wrought by the AIDS pandemic. All that is needed is to change human behavior-especiall y IV drug use and promiscuous sexual behavior. Even more basic than that, retro virologists could give the world a vaccine that would prevent infection with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and drugs to search out and destroy the virus lurking in the white blood cells of infected individual s. The problem with this rather flippant solution lies in how to change behavior and how to make the vaccine.
The grim reality is that society and health care haven't done their homework. Many of the behaviors associated with transmission of HIV, such as homosexual and heterosexual promiscuity ha ve e xisted throughout written history. Health care and nursing, like mainstream America, have had little scholarly interest, little money, and frequently neg ative attitudes toward the high risk populations .
We have rationalized that IV drug use , "doesn't happen here-not my employees, not my neighbors." The point is, how can behavior be changed if it is not understood or is ignored? Can the behavior of IV drug addicts e ver be influen ced when efforts thus far have been so disappointing? How can the sexual behavior of the masses be influenced positivel y in the face of constant seductive media messages?
And the other issue: why is there no vaccine? Retroviruses have been known for over 80 years, but the y just caused diseases in animals. Besides, infectious diseases aren 't really a problem anymore , are they?
Dr. Joshua Lederberg recently stated that one of the best examples of sublime arrogance in the world today was the assumption that we could conquer the humble microorganism. In fact , these organisms have been arou nd, changing, and learning to survive in a chemical and pharmacotherapeutic world . The reality is that the y will continue to exist, creating culinary delights on the one hand , and producing dis-ability and disease on the other.
It is time to remove the blinders. Infectiou s diseases are becoming increasingly difficult to treat, and causative organisms are learning ne w biochemical tactics that enhance their ability to maim and malign. In the ideal world , every human being would be either celibate or mutually monogamou s and none would consume non-nutritive potpourri . But the world isn't ideal, and the problems demand systematic and humanistic approaches if we are the grand designers and caretakers that we imagine ourselves to be.
To halt this pandemic, and the ones that most su rely will follow, we must step outside our prejudices and learn new problem solving methods. We can never underestimate the relationship between the health of a society and the health of the indi vidual.
The articles in thi s issue of AAOHN Journal are presented to educate, inform, and better prepare occupational health nurses to assume responsibility in dealing with HIV infection in the workplace. Knowledge, professional care , and compassion are necessary to halt the spread of this crippling disease.
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